
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Book Launch & Big Buck Blow-up: Victoria Woodhull’s True Story Revealed 
 
GRANVILLE, OH — The Robbins Hunter Museum is proud to announce a landmark dual 
program on June 13, 2026, bringing together literature, local history, and newly uncovered 
archival evidence. The event will challenge long-standing legends surrounding one of 
Licking County’s most controversial historical figures. 

 
Event Details 

 Date: June 13, 2026 
 Time: 2:00 PM 
 Location: Robbins Hunter Museum, 221 E. Broadway, Granville, Ohio 
 Admission: Free & Open to the Public (Refreshments provided) 

 
Unstoppable: The Victoria Woodhull Story  
Kate Danaher, former professor of English literature at Rosemont College, will present 
her debut historical novel. The book chronicles the meteoric rise of Victoria Woodhull, the 
Homer-born suffragist who shattered glass ceilings as the first woman to run for U.S. 
President in 1872. Danaher will dive into Woodhull’s complex legacy—including her 
Election Day imprisonment for obscenity—and the creative process of extracting truth from 
a life enshrouded in myth. 
 
The Big Buck Blow-up  
Genealogist Mary L. Shearer, a relative of Victoria Woodhull’s second husband, Colonel 
James H. Blood, will present "The Big Buck Blow-up." Shearer will unveil original court 
records that finally overturn the 180-year-old accusation of arson against Woodhull and her 
father, Buck Claflin. These legal documents, never before presented to the public, provide a 
definitive alternative to the rumors surrounding the destruction of the Claflin mills on June 
13, 1846. 
 
Historical Significance 
The event coincides with the 180th anniversary of the Claflin mill fire. By pairing 
Danaher’s literary perspective with Shearer’s archival discoveries, the program offers a 
comprehensive look at the distortions caused by Woodhull’s fame. 
 
"The original court records tell a very different story than the legends that have persisted 
for generations." 

 
About the Robbins Hunter Museum 
Located in the heart of Granville, the Robbins Hunter Museum make arts, culture, and 
history accessible while fostering connection throughout the Licking County community. 
 
Media Contact: Mary L. Shearer of victoriawoodhull.com 
825 N. Overlook Cir., Round Lake, Illinois 
847-533-5338 
 


